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Annapolis Valley Regional Library’s Position and
Endorsement

Intellectual freedom means that everyone has the right to their own opinion and
to access information and ideas from all points of view without restriction.

The Annapolis Valley Regional Library (AVRL) believes that intellectual freedom is
an essential human right. The AVRL endorses the principles in the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations' Statement on Intellectual Freedom.

How AVRL Promotes Intellectual Freedom

Supporting and promoting intellectual freedom is one of AVRL's core
responsibilities. We do this by providing access to collections, services and spaces
where people may engage in controversial and challenging ideas in an
environment that encourages and values a diversity of thoughts, ideas and
opinions. AVRL welcomes diversity and supports equity and inclusion by
welcoming everyone, without judgement, to pursue their interests at the library,
provided they do not violate AVRL's policies, the Nova Scotia Human Rights Act, or
Canada's Criminal Code.
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More Information on Intellectual Freedom

o Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: Section 2(b) of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms protects “freedom of thought, belief, opinion and
expression, including freedom of the press and other media of
communication.”

o Criminal Code of Canada: Section 63 pertains to Unlawful Assemblies and
Riots. Section 297 pertains to Defamatory Libel. Section 318 pertains to Hate
Propaganda.

e Nova Scotia Human Rights Act: Sections 4 and 5 relate to “Discrimination
Prohibited”

« Canadian Federation of Library Associations’ Intellectual Freedom
Statement

o International Federation of Library Associations’ Intellectual Freedom
Statement
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